252                              NEW AMERICA.

and they are all men of laborious, secular habits.
Young, Kirnball, Taylor,' are now rich men; the
twelve apostles are said to be mostly poor; but,
whether they are rich or poor, these Mormon
elders live on what they can earn by the labour of
their hands and brains, taking nothing, it is said, for
their loftier services in the church.

The unpaid functions of a bishop are extremely
numerous; for a Mormon prelate has to look, not
merely to the spiritual welfare of his flock, but to
their worldly interest and well-being; to see that
their farms are cultivated, their houses clean, their
children taught, their cattle lodged. Last Sunday,
after service at the Tabernacle, Brigham Young
sent for us to the raised dais on which he and the
dignitaries had been seated, to see a private meet-
ing of the bishops, and to hear what kind of work
these reverend fathers had met to do. We rather
wondered what our friends at Bishopsthorpe and
Wells would think of such a scene. The old men
gathered in a ring; and Edward Hunter, their
presiding bishop, questioned each and all as to the
work going on in his ward, the building, painting,
draining, gardening ; also as to what this man
needed, and that man needed, in the way of help.
An emigrant train had just come in, and the